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30 July 1985
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SPYMISSIONS

M By Victor Marchetti
ARTHA PETERSON has
been described as wholesome, outgo-
ing — an all-American type. At 5 ft. 7
in. with frosted blond hair and push-
ing 33, she was quite glamorous.

A few years ago Martha Peterson,
a vice consul at the American Em-
bassy in Moscow, drove from the em-
bassy to the center of the Soviet cap-
ital. Next she switched to a streetcar,
then a subway and still later a taxi. A
few hours after leaving the embassy,
she stopped under a bridge spanning
the Moskva River that meanders
through the middle of the communist
capital. In the stone facing of the
arch, in a hollowed-out space, she in-
serted a stone she had taken from the
large purse she was carrying.

Immediately several Soviet secret
police appeared and grabbed her.
Late that night at Lubyanka, the infa-
mous KGB headquarters, she was in-
terrogated for several hours by tough,
hard-fisted Soviet intelligence
officers.

They confronted her with the
“rock” she’d tried to plant under the
bridge. It contained a miniature cam-
era, an electronic eavesdropping de-
vice, several gold coins and two poi-
son capsules. Nice, friendly “Mrs.
Peterson” was in deep trouble.

But her captors could not break
her. Finally, they summoned US. Am-
bassador Malcolm Toon to the For-
eign Ministry. He was presented with
the spy material she had attempted to
deliver to one of her secret agents in
Moscow.

Ex-CIA agent Victor Marchetti
has uncovered women spies.

AN EX-CIA OFFICER REVEALS HOW
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serving in a North African country
some years ago, the pre ear-
old_straw onde with bright
blue eyes was given an undercover
s ataouble g

e CIA had a double agent whose
1o was 1n_question. claimed
be was mectin ropularly il a0
ab who was working as a spy for

fhe Soviet KGB and Eﬁit the enemy
ge pro " :

AY gave up. T could not pull it off. 1
bungled the mission she admitted
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